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tioiiB in Sept. 1800, the Congress was suspended by Str A. 
Ball, the very man who had stipulated with the Maltese 
and promised its preservation ; he established a system of 
goremment entirely arbitrary and despotic, contrary to the 
expectations of the Malteee, and instead of allowing them to 
be governed by their ancient laws, conformably to the spirit 
of the British constitution, he adopted the detested code of 
Rohan, which had already destroyed some of their privi- 
leges, and which code Is in force in the island to this day. 

This system of government has now existed in Malta for 
thirty-five years, during which time Deputations have beeo 
sent to England, and repeated Petitions hare been forwarded 
to his Majesty iii Council, but withmit any other result to 
the petitioners than that of seeing their situation getting 
worse and worse every day. 

In 1813, Sir Thomas Maitland arrired in Malta as go- 
remor, when the last deadly blow was given to the remam- 
ing national institutions of the Maltese. Their magistmtet, 
under the name of Giurati, formed a highly respectable 
Board, which had existed for many centuries, and was re- 
spected even by the despotic grand masters, as well as by 
the French themselves ; but in 1818 their office was totnliy 
abolished, so as to leave no trace whatever of a Repreeent^re 
Body in the island of Malta ! Respectable and meritorious 
Maltese have been dismissed from their situations for no 
other reason than to make room for Englishmen of- Sir 
Thomas Maitland's choice. -The salaries of the heads of se- 
veral families were given to a few individuals newly arrived In 
the island, whose merits were totally unknown to the natives. 
The Maltese occupied formerly all the principal situations 
in the island, including that of Governor of Gozo, with the 
exception of the posts of public secretary and treasurer ; but 
at this period they were removed, liumiliated . in their own 
country by their protectors, and lowered to the rank of in- 
ferior officers. The island has been loaded with insi^ 
portable burdens ; high duties hav« been eatablisbedt and 
pensions assigned on her revenue to individuals iMt Maltese, 
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ItiForit^toh of Hbe ttnikr, the fdllbvfiiig 8b6ilhi6iiM JiHi 
deemed to bt! t>f gteat intib^t^' add worthf ctf insertioh IH 
thli hutnbte ptitillbatibn of & fiilthful Mftlte6e. 

The Maltese hope, atid are cdnYiiiced, thftt the eyatetn Iw- 
Rjrt) Uludefl M #iH i^d^n 1^ cHiitig^, HtlQ tHiit ft jmt inA 
impartial Council will be eatablished for the good govern- 
ment of the islati^; altd the content atiA happiness of the 
Maltese, who will always be feady to shed thfeit Mood in de- 
fence of thfe poBSeasitfh of thei* islafid by Great Britain. If 
th^ Maltese be siitisned with the form of their government^ 
and siiould their righti and privileges be restored ta 
thent confbrtaably to the spirit of the British constitution, 
the British Govermoent may be assured that no power ia the 
World can ever snatch the island out of tti bands. ETer^ 
<me Itnowa thft importance dt Midta to Great Britairi. H 
possessed a formidable fortreas, a bcaufiful and commomoua 
harbour, an arscnaJ^ a litorehouse, a place of refreehment, a 
rendezvous in the centfe of the M«dit*f raheatf, ttith a faith- 
ful populatloit of one ifiiindred and twenty thousand Bouls. Is 
such a place to be left in the state of destitution and slavery 
in which it now exists ? Certainly not. A remedy no doubi 
will eoon be granted. The just and unquesf io'nable claims of 
the Maltese are manifest to' all the world, and admitted by 
the British Government itself, as it clearly appears by the 
^bcumenta already mentioned herewith insertedi The con- 
fidence reposed by the Maltese in the British officers, when 
they placed their island under British protectiony the sacri- 
fice of the lives of twenty tlisusUnd Of thetr cotint^ymen, tlie 
immense losa of property sustaii^ed by (hem during; two 
years of a rigorous blbcliade, and by the capitulation of ISOt), 
made without. their partictpation ami cohcuVrencet their 
^llience and submission to the unlawful destruction of their 
institutiJihs, and the many alterations made in opposition 
to their, interests, together witli their fidelity and attach- 
ment to Hw British nation J these and many other strong 
I'eaRO'ns -demand and entitle them to the prompt nseistaac 
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and support of every Englishmui. Muy authen bmvm 
written fully oo the juat clums of the Maltese, and on the- 
state of the island, amoi^ whom nay be enumerated, Mr. 
William Eton, Mr. John Joseph Dillon, Capt. C. W. Paaley, 
Mr. £. Blaquiercj and Mr. James Webster, from the works 
of all of whom some extracts are also introdaced into these 
pages. 

SALARrES AND PENSIONS. 
Tbe following list of salaries and [wiuioDB, m br as it ia matter of 
puUic remark among the inhabitants (oo documents being ever pub- 
listed in the island, nor penniasioo granted to any Maltese to in^gect 
the public aocoiintB), will show what suom are granted to a certain 
number of English individual h ; which sums, although in England they 
would not be considered great, yet in a auiall place like Malta, where 
trade is completely ruined, and work, besides being difficult to ubiaiii, 
is also very poorly pMd for when obtained ; they are in reality very 
laige, not only for their amount, but in prapartion to. the salaries and 
pensions to the Maltese ; and what is worse, such Ugh salaries are 
often bestowed upon persons who have not the least claim on the 
government of Malta ; but through interest, connexions or acquaint- 
ancewith persons in power, either in England or in Malta itself; 
while it has occurred, tliat laentariaus persons strongly attached to 
the Bkiglish Government, for the sole reason of being Maltese, have 
been left without pensions in their old age ; and faroiliea of other 
meritBTiona persons have been left destitute of any assistance aiter 
their death. 

SALAaiKS, ABOUT 

Lieutenant-Governor .. ,..i£ 5000 

Chief Secretary 1500 

Chief Justice .. t. .. 1600 

Treasurer 1000 

Superintendent of QuarMitine 800 

Attorney General 800 

Collector of Land Revenue 700 

Agent for tbe Grain Department ,. 600 

Superintendent of the Do. . . , . 500 

Director of Public Works 500 

Auditor of Accounts.. .. ,. 500 

>'ir«t Magistrate of Judicial Police and Coeousr * . . . , 430 

First Assistant, Secretary's Office i 490 

Magistrate of Gozo, and Collector of Land Revenue . . 400 

CoHector of Customs .. ^ 400 

Superintendent of Marine Police 350 

" After the death of John Locker, Esq., the place -of First M^tstreic of 
Judicial Police is eaid to have been abolished. - 



imn Ma^tTKte of Executive Police .... :..,,.. . . 350 

Q tlif IrieBtensAt-Govf cnor of pozo , . . . . . . . . 350 

w CtiOjilain 10 the Civil Government . . .. .. .. .300 

"'■ Superinlendent of Ihe GoverBwent Priotiiiff'Office . .. .250 

sley, Superintendent of tbe Island P9^t-0ffice . . .... . . 250 

orlij Clerk. Secretary's Office. &c. . . . . ... . . - . . , 200 

, Adjoiatit of Police, and Lieutenant R. M. Fenciblea . , 200 

"** Captain of the Quarantine 200 

Magistrate of Judicial Police 180 

Clerk. Grain Department .. .. 160 

Secretary to the Lieutenant-Governor of Goto' .. .. 150 

'"' Clerk. Civil Hospital 120 

'"'*■ Cleric to the Auditor of AccoonU .. .. ... .. 120 

f^ Head Master of.Public Works 110 

'■"" Some of the above have besides half-pay in the Army or 
''*? Navy, and some liave a house rent free, shd other* at '. 

^^ a. rental of one-third only of the anndal value. 

"'. Colonel Rivarola, a Corsican . . 850 

'■n 'file A^nt in En^and for the Go^'emme^t of Malta, and cer^ 

0^ t&Mynol for the Maltese .. .. .. .. 500 

t» Rev. T. Laing, Pension . . . . , . . . . . 400 

^ Sir Wm. Ball, Do 600 

t- R. R. Wood, Esq. (if still continued, we hope not) . . lOOO 

f; Audit Colonial Office in England *.. 3300 . 

II To pemons styling themsebea knights of St. John, in Eng- 

e . L 'andt leOO 

r £25,600 ■ 

If froni tbe above sum of 25,600/. we deduct the last two itemit, 
not knowing how they are distributed, and that of 5000/. enjoyed 1^ 
the Lieutenant Governor, which it is not proper to compare with that 
of any other officer, there reoiains 16,700/. divided among thirty, four 
' individuals, viz,, thirty-three Englishmen and one Corsican. Taking 

tbe salaries of thirty-four Maltese employed under Govemmeat of the 
highest rank and salaries, we find as follows ; — 

ABOUT 

4 Judges, at 430/. each . . . . £1720 

1 „ 350 

I „ 30O 

6 Lord -Lieutenants of Districts, at 85/. each . . . . 510 ' 

1 Cashier to the Treasurer 400 

1 Second Assistant Secretary's Office, and R^strar of the 

Supreme Council of Justice . . 400 

1 Magistrate of Judicial Pdice 2.'iO 

* Excessively high nie for a plaoe lik«Ha1ta. 

t Unknown to ttte Maltese, and who knows whether they are entitled 

to Mil , . . , - 
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1 Awistant Laml ItcTpmie . ; i : t .' < 1 ftRt 

a „ Marine Police . . i . . . U 996 

i Collector of Bicise* . . i . . ; . . . i 900 

J Magistrate fol^ th^ MarkeU .. ;. .; a SOD 

1 Purveyor. Cmt Hoapital a a .; .. M)tt 

1 t>hyBician ditio i ;. .. 120 

2 Surgeons dittn. .■. . . * . . . . . 240 

2 King's Counsel . ^ . . 340 

1 Register to Appeal Court 150 

3 „ to Civil Court. 1, 2 and 3 Hall* .. .. SOO 

1 Assiilant of (he EiftciitlrePotic* 120 

1 Magistrate of Judicial Police . . l6o 

! Police and Qaarantine PhyBicion .. . ; .. 140 

1 Captain of the Lazarelto , . .- SOO 

34 *6870 



Beside* this diffisrence of nearty £10,000. it a to be remarked that 
the four eldest Maltese judgrs are paid «alBrie) equal to that of the 
firrt assistant of Ute Chief Secretary's Office t and ihe t«-o janior a 
great deal less ; and if we make the comparison^ say the salaries of 
the jtidges, «ith those of tho ieveral heads of departments, ive shall 
fibd m great di^rence against thd judges, although the dirties of tfie 
several heads' of dvpsrttneAts are not comparable with theie of a 
jifdge. Many situations of the former List, we may say, are complete 
sineoHTM ; and if we consider that besides the Imrdship to the Maltese 
ofhavtbg been deprived of the advantage of occupying in their own coun- 
try sttw)(ioi)s at the head of the several departments, the small compa- 
rrtive proptfftion of wrfsries «i!t»wed thntn, only on accottnt of bfeing 
Mattesfr, is to them another ground of hiimiiiatioO. amt consequently 
of disgust, t« which abo contributes in a large degree, a system oif 
Kfflsideriflg the nativo iohflWtaEta as an inferior class of beings, 
which by somo is impudently and shatnefully asseried without th6 
iTOBt hesitatiQD, and what is « RMttter of wonder, b^ some amongst 
those very persons vim enjoy so greht a sliltre oat of the public 



" This office ,, hi ihetlo filled by a Maltese, it appears, wa", in ihe month of 
May last, abolished, and Ihe collection of lixcise on wine and spirits lias be* n 
committed to the collector of ciiBtoniB — of course an English Esqiiirp, — for 
no olher purpose, as it is said generally in i}\e island, ilian to give an aug- 
mentation of salary to the latter gentleman. This system of taking situations 
out of thehandsof the Malitse and giving them to Englishmeh is still going 
on, notwitlitftanding the frightful situation of the Maltese, and their con- 
tinual prayers for redress. However, lllis, nO doubt, will soon he slopped 
by thewise measures of the British Parliament, and every one wiil be placed- 
in his proper post. What can beexpected butlhatthepntienceofthe Mal- 
tese wUI at last be exhausted) Are not lliirty-ftve. years of oppresstou 
enough for any people ? 
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Aittfesi of Brlgttiier-Generat Graham to the Maliae h the la$t ^eor 
of the tiege of Valletta, o^aind the FrensA. 
Bkatr Maltubi-^You ham miilered yoOrsehen InteresMn; Mid 
Mn^icuOus to aU the vorld. Hiitory does not pretent ■ more wr- 
priain; example. Given in prey to yoxiT ItiTaClflrR, deprived of the 
meanfl (rf renglance, an eternal ilaTUf seetnod to to your ineiiuUo 
dntiny- — The t>pprtui«n aud the tacrilege of your fgrranb became 
iruHfferable. Without coiisiderm^ the coHHcqaences, you detemritied at 
any (irice to vindicaio your wrongs ; without arma, without the rewnrMB 
of war, you broke in pieces your chaina.- — Your patritAiiRi, yoor cou- 
tage, yonr religion, supplied allwatits. Your en er^ commanded tic- 
tor;, and eimnie« flirmKilftble tothebeit-diKiplinedtroopa of Enrope, 
ceded in every point to your matchlesa effbrli, and hid their disgracv 
behind the rarapartfi,-~The courageoua tMttalioDs of th« tovna (caiali) 
IiaTo eeer tiiiee eonfineil them then with a Ti^jlanee and a patiMca 
worthy of the cause of liberty.— You aiked aMtstance. IIm powen 
which act In alliance for the atipport of citil society, and of reli^oB, 
hactened to your aHeviatitn. Am*, aaimtinitioe, money, and com, 
were furniabed you ; their ahipa have intercepted the Bucco^rs to your 
enenies.— My masfer, Sovere^a of ape^e free asd feiMTOM, Not me 
with a hanHfii of men to snpport you, tmtii an imposing force sbotiM 
be pr^red fiar the redootion of Valletta ; hut thedmmHtatice* of tite 
war have hitherto retarded it : in the mean-time, this is a prMioM 
xiodient, ntid it oi^ht not to be !o»t.— What (ben (• to b« done to 
profit by so ftfvourabte a circsraRtaDcs ? I will antk^te yonr amnrer. 
Yo» we •fiiin ready to tmite in emai, to eoMplete the grloriottt work 
which you began. — To arms theo, Maltese ! be the universal try 
et the i^and ; for Gtkf and yotir eoiintry ! Who is there to deaf to 
«my tentimeirt of duty and of honour, who will not voluntarily ob^ 
Aicb tH intitation! None, nona, but traitors, or vile Itme-sertets : 
sncti we do not de«ire in our rants, l^at infallible vAiee ^ick shell 
dittinguiah with A« titl* of hero every Man who exposes himsetf 
for his. country, will eqaaily imprint on the names of tho«« (raitora 
itidetible ifi&Biy— Abandon iheR for a few weeks tl>6 exercise of yoov 
accustomed industry. Pot youradvCa under [be iiamediMe direction 
of your oun «ffieer», aiid under their ^idance ; their skill and ex- 
perience ia their profession will conduct you, with the utmost advau- 
ta^, to the great and important object of the Jinaf conq«ett of yoQr 
enemies. — A weak and dispirited garrison, disproportioned to the 
defence of such extensive works, cannot resist your efiwts ; sucoees 
will recompense your labour, and' you will return instantly into the 
Besom of your fomilies, proud, justly proud, of having saved your 
country. 
At the head quarters at GuDiAy Thob. Graham, 

the 19tb Judo, 1800. R.-Generfd commanding the allied 

troops at the blockade of Valletta. 
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Mr.CtuHtfoit't Proclamttlum on takiiig pomeuUti of tht GoetnimaU <^ 
Matla. ' 

To THi Maltesb Natiok. — Charged by kii MajeMy, the King oT 
Gnat BriuiD, to conduct all the afiain (except the military) of these 
iitandH of Mdta and Gozo, with the title of his Majesty'^ Civil Com- 
missioner, I embrace, with the higtieat M^faction, this wporfuaity of 
Muring you of the paternal care and affection of the King towank 
you ; aod that Mia Ma^wrv qkants you pul;. pbotbctiok, and the 
BKMiTiuMTB OF MJ. YOUB DBAKEST BioHTs. He will protect your 
churches, your holy retigiou, your persons, and your properLy. 

Hi* petvrnal care extends to the hogpitahi and other charitable 
eataUishrQents ;. to the education of youth, to orphans, t<> the poor^ 
and to all. those wiio recur. to hisbaoeficpDce. .... 

Happy people I. wliom the haed of God has saved from tlie Jior^ble 
miBeryaiid opprewii on ' under .which groan so maity inuQc^t.najtioas I 
receaw with gratitude «ll this g^odpesK from a. King, who is (lie father 
of bis subjects;, who protects the weak against tliedtroug; the poor 
axainst'the neb; under wboe^ dtHujtkion ,aU are eau«lly .protect^ hy 

thlclBW.-. ,;■ , -, , ..',., 

Hitherto you have ceadqcted .yonraelyes with decffrmn and submis- 
sion to the legitimate authorities ; and your ancient fame in arms hfl« 
not been tarnished hythe defence' which yqit lately Baade jif, your 
country. i .-...■,.. .■ 

Commerce being noH ej^tended. the arts and sciences encouraged, 
manufactures and agriculture supported, aod industry rewarded, Malta 
will become the empodum of the M^iterranean. and the seat of con- 
teat. 

To execute such gracious commands of my Sovereign is not lesii my 
ardent desire, than it is my sacred duty. My door shall be open to 
all ; I will hear every one's plea ; I shall be ready to render justice ; 
to cause the law to be observed, tempering it with cletnency ; and to 
receive every information w:liich shall have for its object the welfare of 
the Maltese ; and, above all, I shall devote myself to the means of 
promoting the cultivation and manufacture of cotton, and of intro- 
ducing and maintaioing. plenty in these islands. 

Charles Cameron. ' 

Palace, July 15th, 1801. 



Extrarl of a Letter from Lord Hawketimry to Sir John fl'aTTen, 
the British jiinbassailor at St. Petersburg, dattd I^Kjiing- 
slreel. Jan. iOlh. ISOZ. 
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Extract fivm Sir TTimow Maiiland'$ Minute, date^ VaUelta, Sih 
Ortober, 1813. 

" His Excellency cannot refraiD from slating to the MallMe, wea 
thus earif , the great interest His Royal Hig^hoew the Prince Regent, 
acting in the name and od behalf of His Majesty, has been gtaaaa»\j 
{>leated to take ia their welfare, — the deep consideiation he hax given 
to their hitherto uncertain and unsettlsd state, — and his gracious dfl- 
termioatioD henceforth to recognise the people of Malta and Gozo 
as subjects of the British Crown, »bA aa entitled to its fullest 
proteciion. 

" It will be His Excellency's duty, in carrying ii^o effect HiaRojud 
Master's benevolent instructions on this bead, to secure to the MbIimb, 
in the fullest manner, the free exercise of their religion, — to maintaia 
their ecclesiastical eatablidhment, — to introduoe such. amelioration in 
the proceedings of the courts of lav, as will secure to every one the 
certainty of speedy and effective justice, — to make such improvement 
in the lavs themselves, as past experi^ice or change of circumttauoes 
may have rendered necessary and advisable, — and, in short, to adopt 
every measure that may he requisite to secure to the inhabitants a fuM 
■hare of that happiness, wealth, security, aad prosperity, fortunately 
enjoyed by all the. subjects of the British Empire ia every part of the 
world." 



Copy of the Litutfnanl-Oovemor Sir Frtdirrick Cavendish 
Pottsonbgi Prociamatiott, natifging the Creation and Esta- 
bUshmeitt of a Couaeil of Ot/veriuiitat in Malta. 

His Excellency the Ideu tenant-Governor, with feelings of high aatit- 
foetion, is pleased to notify and publi.ih to the people of these Posses- 
sions, that His Majesty the Kii^, in his anxious solicitude for the 
welfare and prosperity of his Maltese subjects, and other tiie iiih«faiU 
ants of this island and its dependencies, has beeo graciously pleased, 
with the advice of hia Privy Council, to create, constitute, and appoint 
a Council within these his Possessions, to advise aud assist in the ad- 
ministration of the government thereof; which Council is to consist of 
seven persons, exclusive of the Governor, Lieutenant -Governor, or 
officer administering for the time being the government of these pos- 
sessioni ; of which sev^i, four shall at all times he persobs holding 
offices within this island or its depwdeucies, and the remaining mem> 
hers shall be persons not holding offices. And his Mi^esty bas .been ■ 
graciously pleased to, declare and appoint the senitir officer for tho- 
time being in oouuuand of his laud forces intfais isknd, notteiai^ in 
the administration of the g«veTni0ent.the-heDOurablathe CUef JwtiM 
of, this island sJid its dep«i>d«ocieH for .the tine being, the Uost'Rw. 
the Archbishop Bishop qf this islaocLfor the. time beii^,,and.the Chief 
Secretary to Government for the time beuig, to be such four oSoal 
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nembers m ahntiai. And His Miyeat? has been pleaied furtiTer'to 
declare, that, tbe three unofficial members of euch council shall be 
selected by His Excellency tlie Lieutenant-Governor, two from and 
ont of the chief landed proprietors and merchanta of this inland, being 
His Majesty'i native-b(H-n iDbJecU, and the third from and out of the 
pinncipal merchants of this island, being' British-bArn aubjeetj, who 
shall have been actually resident for a period of not less than two 
years. 

To the members of this his council His Majesty has been g^raciously 
l^eased to grant the enjoyment of freedom of debate and vote, in all 
afl'eifs of public concern that may be brought under their consideratioii 
in council, and alao to authorize them, whilst such members, to asui me 
the adjunctive style of Honorable. 

■ Hk Majesty baa also declared his will uid pleasure, that a proper 
person be appointed to perform the duties of clerk of the said council, 
who shall attend and he present at the meetings and deliberationa 
thereof, unless when otherwise directed by the Governor, or Lieute- 
nant Governor, or in tbeir absence by the senior member of councH 
^residii^, but without voting or concurring in such ddibera.tion«. And 
His Miyesty has sonified bis pleasare thnt the Assistant Secretary to 
Government be appointed to perform the functions of such clerk. 

■ Palace, Vdletta, 1st May, 1835. 

By command of His Excellency, 
Fbkd. Hankev, 
Chief Secretaiy to Government. 



Mr. Wm. Eton, in hia work " Authentic Materials for a 
History of the People of Malta, published in London in 
1802, 1805, and _18(^," besides having strongly demott- 
Btntted by the nuist convincing proofs and the wisest argu- 
ments the policy and the necessity of restoring to the. Mal- 
tese their sacred rights and privileges, for wiiich they had so 
advantageously struggled agfuust a formidable enemy, in 
Bpeakitig about their condition in ancient times, says, 

. " A amalL nation, but greatly illustrious, and deserving to be better 
known to us in particular. 1 shall afterwards go back to more ancient 
time*, and prove that under the Phcenicians and Romans, the Maltese 
were governed by their own laws and customs ; that there is no nation 
on the &c« of tbe ^ote, now existing, that has defended liberty so 
long, and that this island «at much more flourishing, rich, arid'pojHi- 
k)B8, before it was in ponession of the knights of St. John,' than at 
any period since ; the cities, temfiles, and puUiC buiUings, mora 
magnificeut, though -Valleitar and its sa^ierb palaces did not exlM." ' 
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our encleikvmirs, a hatiofi who )>ut away their arms and BUipended the 
farm or their ^vernment, not Trom any dread of our power, but from 
the desire a<\d apon the assurances also of ourprotection and of ameli- 
oration in their political system ? Such was the pled^ on wldch we 
obtained a footinf in thi* tiland. 

" ThcBo observation! hav« appeared to me necessary, in order that 
we may clearly comprehend the nature of onr own establishment at 
Malta. ' Hitherto little has there been done towards a settlement upon 
a satisfactory footing of a permaaent government calculated to gratify 
the wishes of the Maltese, secure their affections, establish internal, 
tranqnillity, and improve those advantages which the situation of the 
island pecatiarly commands. 

" In framing a constitution for the Maltese, the grand principle tu be 
kept in view mnst be security to the Maltese of liberty, and to Great 
Britain of full power adequate to correct by law the eflecis which might 
result from an abuse of liberty at any time by the Maltese. 

" [t also appears to me, that wliibt in organizing a new form of 
government for the Maltese we ought most attentively to consider and 
accede to the wishes of that people ; we should endeavour at the same 
time to extirpate every cause of discontent which may grow out of any 
^cient system, by ameliorating the institutions to which they are 
attached. 

" Let then, but by common cMiseat, all esiating codes and constitu- 
tions be revised, and modified in a manner saitable to the present 
times. Let a new systoro comprehending every tiling that was wise 
—every thing that was free — every thing that is reasonably desired by 
the Maltese in the laws of former times he introduced ; and let the day of 
its adoption be a new era, from the date of v^ich all former broils diall 
be Ibrgotten in the establiabmcnt of liberty and good government on 
a solid and permanent basis, ensuring the enjoyment of future tran- 
quillity, of increasing prosperity, of national exaltation, and of those 
blessings which the Maltese so eminently deserve, and which they are 
entitled to claim upon the strongest grounds of justice and good faith 
from the people of Great Britain." 



Captain C. W, PaBley, in hia, " Essay on the Military- 
Policy and Institutions of the British Empire," published 
in London, in ISIO, thus argues : 

"By what has been related, the Maltese had sufficiently shown both 
their streagtb and their courage ; but they felt, that without external 
assistance, they could scarcely hope to succeed in asserting their inde^ 
peadeace t because they had neither proper arms, nor had they a 
Bufficiettt stock of provisions, nor of ammunition. They therefore 
threw 'themselves upon our protection. 

" The Maltese did not lake d^ arnia tp assist us. They (not we) were 
the principals in the war; and we went to ttieir assistance, at a time 
when they had, from circumstances, a right to treat with us as an in- 
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tibn tfw remoteif fdeil oTiU MttttiUdn jii tHi eveiit tf a general peat^ 
to-morrow ? — Has it tiot b«eb aC()uirBd by tbe most l^iciinate rights 
6t loverei^tf— tbe people's choice P Arid 19 there any tiaUon of 
Europe lo which it ia lialf «o esiential as to Great Britain ? Oni 
continuance ihSicily is, I re^et to fay, most precarious, mostproble- 
■natical ; the Balearic ialaiiJs are held in trust ; Sardinia cannot b6 
relied on, nor has it arly naval ttitioO that vbuld answer our purpose i 
let US then for ever banish the thought 6f abandoning Malta, upon 
the possession of which olir power in tlie Mediterranean is vitally de- 
'pendent ; but in keeping it, let us conciliate the inhabitant*, by a due 
regard to their religious tenets, to Che establishment of equitable lawsi 
and tlieir faithful execution ; l^ t^is we shilH demonstrate a proiid 
example of our liberality, that wilt resound through the whote conti- 
nent of Europe ; and in the language of their petition to the throne, 
' gratify the heitrts of a loyal and devoted people.' " 



Extracts from Mr. Jiuiies Webster's Ti'avels, liublished in 
London in 1830 : 

- " When the Maltese placed thetiiselves under the protection of the 
English they stipulated to have a Consiglio Popolare, or Colonial 
Assembly,' to regrujate the aHairs of the Government, enact laws, &c„ 
and how can this be avoided without breakiiig faith with a confiding 
people, it is difficult to conceive. Yet, as the fulfilment of such a 
promise must necessarily interfere with ministerial patronage, the 
probability is, that the Consiglio Popolare will never he granted: 
Still *uch an assembly Would he of manifest advantage, for it can 
hardly be imagined that the native Maltese would evince the monstrous 
apathy and recklessness which are shown under the present system, for 
all that regarfa the true interests of the Island. 
. " Since the English have had possession 00 nCw fort iS cations have 
been attempted, nor has any great anxiety been shown for the preser- 
vation of the works made to their hands: The cannon were formerly 
all of brass, but these have been gradually taken away since the 
English have had the Island. The Maltese complain bitterly of this; 
laying, that the English take everything, offices and employments, the 
domains of the knights, and, last not least, the very guns were taken. 
Year aftw year thay hifve gradually disappeared, and the whole range 
of the fortjfieations manned at the time of the French capitulation, 
with one thousand brass cannoii, all ii now cleared. 
-' "Thit cannot be said to arise from any scarcity of official fu'nc- 
fideariesi for at Malta these are found in most unnecessary numbers ; 
iqScient, indeed, to manage the interests of an empire; heads' 
Bf government departments made all English, with salaries of frOiA 
200(. lo 1500^. a-year. exist in careless indolence, living instances of 
the liberality of the mother country, whith pampers such encrcscenees: 
How should this be otherwise, while, not to mention the unbounded 
influence of the Coloiiial S6«etary, or Sovereigii, every new governor 
of a colony, feeling an anxioSB and nattiral solicitude for the advEUice-' 
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/Qem of his femlly interests, muit, if there be not a {tlece vaont; malJ 
A nev one for his purpose ? People at home have little or no notita 
of that manner of administering colonial affairs, wbich entails aucl 
enormous and needless expenditure upon the mother country. Bytd 
present system neither Britain nor her possessions are beneSted ; t' 
only advantages of it are reaped by the Government officers, and tl 
Bay truth, ' tlie harvest is indeed g^reat, and the labourers not a few ! ' 
" No useful works are carried on by the Government, either foe tl 
comfo^ of the Maltese, or the security of Malta ; but every poifih 
^iportuni^ is seized fur appn^iatiDg money in p rt ii— g ie : ^M ^ 
in paying salaries to persons whose only claim is that of fanily c 
nexion, or interest with ' the powers that be.' Would it be believed i| 
England, that the property, or rental of the Maltese University^ 
been appropriated to the service of the State, leaving only a 
annual pittance for tl»e purposes of the establiBlioient j* Can such a! 
act receive the s^uiction of the Ministry at home? If so, then t 
little purpose has that hollow praise for geuerosity been purchag 
for which we have paid so dearly whenever opportunity present^ 
itself, A new state of things is absolutely necessary at Malta. Tl 
islaad cannot pay the expenses of being governed, after the piese 

" We have an excellent natural opinion of ourselves, and of e' 
thing connected with our laws, institutions, &c. ; and with rea^^ 
But the laws and institutions which are so advantageous at home, bad 
not an equally good effect when partially and injudiciously introdiict: 
among our colonial subjects. Euglislimen doubtlessly believe till 
Malta enjoys every possible privilege and advantage under Engli^ 
rule ; — they may be assured that it does enjoy all the privileges s 
advantages wbich would speedily lead to a new performance of t 
Sicilian vespers, were not the natives well aware that England possessS 
the dominion of the sea, aud that consequently every attempt j 
shaking oiF the yoke must prove abortive. The island could n 
Bibly be worse governed than it now is. Does the Government s'litj 
any disposition to protect trade, encourage manufactures, o 
the slaie of agriculture ? Assuredly not. 

" Nor is it the least grievance in the eyes of the Maltese, that t) 
are shut out from the posts of honour and enmliMueDt, whach ■ 
exclusively filled hy English emigrants. With regard to the pnoi9 
classes in Malta, their situation and prospects are really frightfs 
Numbers die of starvation ; many are brought to the hospital ill ■ 
fevers, arising- solely from want of food, and the faithful and wett-da 
posed population of this once flourishing island are, it seems, t 
offered'living victims on the altar of pampered and wasteful luti 
Yet surely this is not the wish of the Legislature at home. 1 
■ timely interference may check the devastating influence of mignile, I 
-possessions which have too long been left to the mercy of heedlu 
delegates, and which, by such interference, may yet be made ti 
. the blessings unquestionably attendant on British protection 
faithfully administered." 



Lundi'n: Primed by Mill! ■nd-Son, 
GDH(li-iqnire, 'Flnl-iinei. 
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